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Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 

This application is a division of Application No. 10/127180. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 23-28 (renumbered as 1-6) are allowed. Presently claimed invention is drawn to a 
method of treating a skin condition selected from the group consisting of wrinkles, lack of 
adequate skin firmness, lack of adequate dermal hydration and insufficient sebum secretion, 
which comprises administering to a patient with said skin condition an effective amount of 
(20S)-lalpha-hydroxy-2alpha-methyl-19-nor vitamin D 3 having the formula in claim 1. The 
closest prior art is DELUCA et al (US Patent No. 6127559). The reference teaches similar 19-nor 
vitamin D 3 compounds and a method of treating metabolic bone disease. The method of treating 
a skin condition as presently claimed is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sabiha Qazi whose telephone number is (571) 272-0622. The 
examiner can normally be reached on any business day. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Kunz can be reached on (571) 272-0887. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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